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is equally boundless. He finds that Wisconsin has become " a vital 
political agency ", " the most efficient commonwealth in the Union " ; 
that " scientific thoroughness characterizes its policies as in no other 
place in America " ; that it " has bred a spirit of service that is unique " ; 
that it " has carried democracy farther than any state save Oregon " 
etc. But he attributes these phenomena, not to German traditions, 
but to the leadership assumed by " LaFollette, the Builder," and 
particularly to LaFollette's mandatory state- wide Direct Primary Act, 
which brought political freedom in its train and produced a psychologi- 
cal change " not in Wisconsin alone, but in the nation as well." At 
the same time full justice is done to the remarkable rdle which the 
state university has played. Not the least instructive part of the book 
are the four chapters which show, not only how education has been 
brought to the masses and science applied to agriculture, but also how 
the university has been a center of social thought and of political in- 
spiration. Dr. Howe is a radical thinker. As is natural with one who 
served under Tom L. Johnson in Cleveland, he believes that public 
ownership of utilities is essential to the carrying-out of a social pro- 
gram. He also believes that our rigid written constitutions have 
increased the apathy of the people and thus have tended to perpetuate 
political abuses. 

E. M. Sait. 

Abstract, Thirteenth Census of the United States. Washington, 
Government Printing Office, 1912. — 643 pp. 

This volume is the first general publication covering all the branches 
of inquiry in the census of 19 10, population, agriculture, manufac- 
tures, and mines and quarries. The chief omission is statistics of 
occupation, which have not yet been fully tabulated. There will be 
eleven other bulky volumes, in which details for the smaller geographic 
units of the country will be presented : four volumes devoted to popu- 
lation, three each to agriculture and to manufactures, and one to mines 
and quarries. For one who desires the statistics of his own state, 
county, or city in detail, it is not convenient to search through the 
large volumes; and one of the chief merits claimed for the present 
Abstract is that it attempts to assemble for use in each state and 
territory, not only all the general results of the census but also 
the detailed statistics of that particular state or territory. This is 
accomplished by providing different supplements : a special edition 
of the Abstract is printed for each of the states and territories, 
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the only difference being in the text of this special supplement. This 
plan is based on the assumption that the interest of any one person in 
local details does not usually extend outside of the state of his resi- 
dence ; and it is hoped that a wide distribution of the single volume 
will save the expense and inconvenience of printing and distributing a 
large edition of all the detailed reports. 

In another respect the present Abstract is superior to those of pre- 
vious censuses. Instead of giving statistical tables only, with a very 
limited amount of comparative material and without text or diagrams, 
it presents the explanatory text and general conclusions together with 
the tables and comparative material as a unit on any topic. This 
method is an advantage for anyone studying a particular subject. 
Maps and diagrams, which have usually been printed in a statistical 
atlas, are here employed to explain the tables and to emphasize the in- 
ferences found in the text. This method will increase the utility of 
the graphic devices. 

There are no very radical changes in the population census of 19 10, 
as compared with 1900. A question was added to the schedule, call- 
ing for mother-tongue statistics of the foreign-born population and of 
the parents of the native population of foreign or mixed parentage. 
The full statistics will appear in a special report. The results that are 
especially significant relate to the natives of five countries : Germany , 
Austria , Hungary, Russia and Canada ; and these are presented in the 
Abstract. Hitherto, information concerning the origin of the foreign- 
born and their immediate descendants has been based exclusively on 
the country of birth. The wide differences in the characteristics of the 
several nationalities or races which come from a single foreign country , 
notably from such a country as Austria or Russia, make it desirable to 
distinguish by mother-tongue as well as by country of birth. The sta- 
tistics of immigration have been kept for some time on this basis. 

It is a matter of regret that the occupation statistics could not have 
been summarized in the Abstract, since this portion of the data regard- 
ing population is of wide interest to social workers, legislators, students 
and business men. It would have been a great convenience to be able 
to consult the facts regarding occupation in relation to other facts con- 
tained in the Abstract and its local supplement. Occupation statistics 
are to be presented in a separate volume. A new question was added 
to the 1 9 10 schedule, requiring a statement both of the specific trade 
or profession and of the industry within which it is pursued. This will 
elicit information of great value concerning the number employed in 
different industries. Another new question distinguishes between em- 
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ployer, employee and a person working on his own account; and the 
returns will throw light on the true industrial status of the population. 

In an article published in the Survey, April 9, 1910, the director of 
the census declared that special emphasis would be placed on statistics 
of the family. "The agitation with regard to so-called race suicide 
makes a statistical study of the family imperative at this time." To 
furnish a more satisfactory basis for such statistics, the enumerators dis- 
tinguished between those women married only once and those married 
two or more times. The number of years of the present marriage was 
asked for and the number of children born by each woman. It was 
hoped that information would be obtained concerning the tendencies of 
different classes of the population to maintain or lower the birth-rate. 
So far as the Abstract indicates, this hope is still unfulfilled. Only the 
usual facts as to the number of dwellings and families and the average 
number of persons per dwelling and per family are presented. " Dwell- 
ing " may mean a hut or an apartment house. These statistics are of 
very limited value. The average size of family, in the meaning given 
to the term by the census, is not significant for scientific or social pur- 
poses. What we wish to learn, from some authoritative source, is the 
facts concerning the fecundity of the women of various nationalities, of 
different social conditions, and at specific ages. It is a matter of re- 
gret that the Census Bureau has not presented more complete and sci- 
entific data concerning the family. It is indeed time for a scientific 
statistical study. 

The reviewer has not been able to learn exactly in what form the 
supplements included in the copies of the Abstract sent to the states 
containing large cities, such as New York, Philadelphia and Chicago, 
will be presented. It is, therefore, necessary to postpone criticism on 
this feature of the plan. The statistics of large city communities are 
very important, because the problems of the city, social and economic, 
have a vital relation to the entire country. Accurate and detailed 
statistical knowledge concerning them is no longer a matter of local 
concern. 

The census authorities are entitled to thanks for having contrived to 
reduce the weight of this book, as compared with that of preceding 
census volumes — a reform which not only makes the book easier to 
handle but increases its durability. 

Robert E. Chaddock. 



